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RUBEOLA MEASLES ITS WAY 


ONTO CAMPUS 


Two cases of measles 
in Long Beach have 
been confirmed, and 
both patients have 
recovered. 


By Gene KumaGal 
Contributing Writer 


Amid the recent, statewide measles 
outbreak, a California State University, Long 
Beach student is one of two confirmed cases 


in the city, and both patients are in recovery. ' 


Campus officials announced the confir- 

’ mation of the student’s measles on Wednes- 
day morning in an email that was sent to - 
students and faculty. The email indicated : 
that the relatively small number of people 


who were exposed to this student during 
winter break have already been informed 
and advised of how to respond. 

CSULB requires that all students to show 
proof of immunization against measles. 
Students are allowed to opt out for religious 
reasons or medical conditions that prevent 
vaccination, as stated in the CSU Executive 
Order No. 803 Immunization Requirement 
originally implemented in 2002. 

“My mom, [my] whole [life] only prac- 
ticed eastern medicine, you know only take 
you to the western doctor for an emergency 
or something like that,’ Branden Raulston, 

a senior journalism major said. “So you 
know she claimed that as her reason for [me] 
not needing immunization and [the public 
school system] would essentially allow [me] 
not to do it” 

A California outbreak of measles originat- 
ing from Disneyland surfaced between Dec. 
15 and Dec. 20, 2014. It spread into six other 
states and Mexico within the past month. 
The running total of reported measles cases 
was 87 as of Jan. 27, according the Center for 
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Disease Control. 
Dr. Michael Carbuto from CSULB SHS 


’ said he advises students to check their im- 


munization records, and to make sure they 
are up to date. According to the CSULB 
student health services website, the univer- 
sity offers vaccines for $57.50. If students 
are unable to confirm their immunization 
status, blood tests that can be taken to check 
for immunity. 

“T feel as though the campus community 
has received no more than a conversation 
piece,’ Kevin Moon, a senior in Kinesiology 
and Fitness said. “It doesn’t seem as wide- 
spread as it appears.” 

According to the CDC, measles is a viral 
infection that is spread through the respira- 
tory fluids of human beings. A person is 
considered infectious starting from four 
days prior to showing symptoms. These 
symptoms typically begin surfacing one 
to two weeks after infection, and the virus 
can linger on surfaces and in the air for two 
hours after a carrier has left the area. 

“Most people can just treat it at home, 
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and a doctor can give advice as for when you 
can come back to school,’ Dr. Carbuto said. 
“There's not much you can do besides treat 
symptoms because it’s a virus.” 

Coupled with a 90 percent infection rate 
in people without immunity, measles is one 
of the most infectious diseases known to 
man, according to the CDC. Initial symp- 
toms of measles include high fevers, coughs, 
runny noses, and watery eyes. A spotted red 
rash appears at least three days after the first 
symptoms appear. 

“[People in support of the vaccination 
are] blaming the outbreak on people that 
don't get the vaccine,’ Raulston said. “But 
in reality, why are [they] concerned if really 
only those people are going to be getting the 
disease?” 

Individuals who believe they may have 
contracted measles are advised by health- 
care officials from the CDC and California 
Department of Public Health to call their 
healthcare provider before visiting so that 
they can be treated while exposing as few 
people to the illness as possible. 
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SOE 
fights to 
end 
student 
fees 


Students for Quality 
Education urge their 
peers to vote no on 
the referendum. 


By ELEXIS DELEON-BRYANT 
Contributing Writer 

Students For Quality Educa- 
tion said it is against all student fees 
and plans to give presentations to 
various classes explaining why club 


members are against fee increases. 

“Student fees are detrimental and 
if students have to come up with this 
money that could be someone’ rent 
or pay for one week, Maria Lopez, 
a SQE student organizer and Chi- 
cano and Latino studies major said. 

Students will pay $344 in fees if 
the referendum passes in February. 

According to the ASI website the fee 
increase will fund construction of the 
University Student Union plusthe over- 
all operations of the USU and the Stu- 
dent Recreation and Wellness Center. 

SQE club members intend to in- 
form students about the referen- 
dum. and why they should vote “no” 
in February, according to an email 
sent to California State University, 
Long Beach professors and lecturers. 

According to SQE’s “Reclaim the 
USU” pamphlets distributed at Week 
of Welcome, SQE “works toward 
securing a fully-funded CSU that 
eliminates the need for student fees.” 

“If I paid for school myselfI wouldn’t 
want the increase,” Natalie Yeliokum- 
son, a sophomore pre-nursing major 
said. “If it were $100, I would be will- 
ing to pay, but $165 is pushing it.” 

“Tt Starts With You” pamphlets 
distributed by ASI state that stu- 
dents should pay for the expan- 
sion and renovation of the USU 
instead of other projects because 
the “fees by law cannot be used for 
academic facilities or resources.” 

According to the California Fac- 
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Members of Students for Quality Education promote their organization at a booth during Week of Welcome on Wednesday. 


ulty Association, 35 percent of the 
university's operating expenses di- 
rectly support the “primary mis- 
sion of the university... instruc- 
tion,” as stated in the SQE pamphlet. 

The ASI website states that the con- 
struction projectisexpectedtotakefour 
to five years. If the referendum passes 
the “fee will go into effect in phases.” 

“The $165 will be applied in incre- 
ments, so students won't be slapped 
with a $165 increase,” said April 
Rose Dela Cruz, an ASI social media 
specialist. “Once [the USU is] built 
the $165 increase will not go away. 

“The CSU system was built as a 
school for the people,” Lopez said. “If 
you takeaway student fees, tuition is 
about $2,000. [The fees] are ridiculous.” 

Lopez said SQE is not intend- 
ing to be “students vs. students.” 

“We don't want to be pit- 
ted against ASI,” Lopez said. 

“We pay so much already,” 
Kate Rolls, a senior English edu- 
cation major said. “Most people 
who use it live on or near campus.” 

According to the ASI  web- 
site, the cost of major repairs ex- 
ceeds available operating funds. 

The website also states that 
CSULB student leaders “decided 
to recommend that the student 
body have an opportunity to de- 
cide how the USU should proceed.” 

Students can vote online from 
Feb. 25 to Feb. 26 via a link that will 
be sent in an email from CSULB. 
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Sexual assault 
prevention program 
gains $200,000 
boost 


Associated Students, 
Inc. Senate discussed 
sexual assault at 
weekly meeting. 


By Minpy LOCKHART 
Contributing Writer 


The California State University, 
Long Beach Women’s Research Cen- 
ter received a $200,000 grant from the 
California Emergency Services for a 
comprehensive sexual assault program. 

Jeane Caveness, the assistant 
dean of students announced to the 
Associated Students, Inc. Sen- 
ate during Wednesday’s ASI Sen- 
ate meeting that the grant would 
be renewable for up to two more 
years for potentially $600,000. 

“We are looking at prevention pro- 
gramming practices and doing in 
depth assessment,” Caveness said. 

The Women’s Research Center pro- 
vides CSULB women with an equita- 
ble learning environment for women 
and men who will lead women’s full 
participation in all aspects of society. 

Caveness said that the grant 
was awarded to CSULB_ because 
of ASI’s contribution of present- 
ing a full-page marketing campaign. 

“T believe that those who value this 
grant, felt that students were heard, 
students were at the table; in for- 
mulation of the plans and that was 
a big plus for us,” Caveness said. 


The grant will give the Women’s 
Research Center a full time sexual as- 
sault and crisis councilor who will 
help facilitate a prevention program. 

Caveness also stated that an ASI 
member would sit on a “coordinated 
campus response team,” which will 
help Caveness to expedite the grant. 

Larisa Hamada, Director of Equity 
and Diversity discussed with the ASI 
Senate the Educational Amendment 
Title IX and how a university should 
properly handle a sexual assault case. 

“We are constantly ... mak- 
ing sure our students have a safe 
working and learning environment 
here at CSULB,” Hamada. said. 

Title IX of the Educational Amend- 
ment of 1972 prohibits discrimination 
based on sex in all educational programs 
and activities run by the university. 

The Office of Equity and Diversity 
provides students with leadership and 
direction in order to achieve a campus 
free from discrimination and provides 
equal opportunity for CSULB students. 

“If any of our employees, faculty 
or staff are notified that a student has 
been sexually assaulted by another 
student on our campus, they are re- 
quired to report it to me,” said Hamada. 

During their course of their universi- 
ty studies, one out of five students will 
experience some type of sexual assault. 

Hamada also said that she is work- 
ing closely with Caveness and the 
grant money that she has received. 

“Dr. Caveness has been a wonder- 
ful advocate, tremendous support and 
resource to use,” Hamada said. “She 
has an amazing grant that is going to re- 
ally power house our campus and high- 
light really great work and has already 
been doing some wonderful preven- 
tion programs and partners with us.” 

The Women’s Research Center is 
located on the first floor of the Liber- 
al Arts 1 in room 102 and the office of 
Equity and Diversity is located in the 
University Student Union room 301. 
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Gone penniless 


New changes to LBT 
intend to streamline 
services. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 


Radio Producer 


In efforts to increase the efficacy 
of the public transportation in Long 
Beach, LBT buses will stop accepting 
pennies on Feb. 8. 

“With the life of a penny, well, it gets 
passed around a lot, it gets dropped a lot 
and people find them,” Kevin Lee, the 
public information officer for LBT, said. 
“Pennies tend to get tacky and sticky... 
The tacky nature on a penny and even 
buildup [on the coin] is the top reason 
why fair boxes on [LBT buses] malfunc- 
tion.” 

Whenever there is a fair box mal- 
function, LBT buses are taken off the 
road; this can often create a delay in 
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schedule, Lee said. 

“These new regulations are all part of 
trying to make transit a seamless con- 
nection...you’ll only need one card, it'll 
be a unified system,” Long Beach resi- 
dent, Jeff Rabin said. “It will take a lot of 
getting used to though...I don’t think a 
lot of people understand how easy it is.” 

Jimmy Thor, a freshman pre-nursing 
major, said he uses his Transit Access 
Pass card to get to Atlantic Ave. on 
school days. He said the changes could 
have some repercussions. 

“It saves a lot of time,” Thor said. 
“But it might be an inconvenience for 
others.” 

Commuters will still have the option 
to use other coins and bills, according 
to the LBT website. Lee said that al- 
though cash will still be an option on 
LBT buses, there are advantages to us- 
ing the TAP card system. 

“If someone is at the fair box dealing 
with change and money, you as some- 
one who is holding a tap card, can come 
from behind and squeeze by and get on 
the bus,” Lee said. 
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CSULB student use taps cards to get on the bus. On Feb. 8, pennies will no longer be allowed as a means of payment, but 
other types of cash will be accepted. 


Lee also said the TAP card readers 
are purposely put on the left hand side 
of LBT buses for accessibility and speed 
of bus boarding. 

A TAP card can be reloaded with 
money, and essentially used as cash 
for boarding buses regionally and cur- 
rently valid on 14 bus systems, includ- 
ing Metro, according to TAP’s website. 

Lee said he recommends that cos- 
tumers with disabilities, seniors and 
students purchase TAP reduced fare 
passes in order to continue to use the 
reduce fare prices on LBT. 

There is a verification form applica- 
tion into the TAP program for a re- 
duced fare card that could take could 
take up to six to eight weeks, Lee said. 

“Long Beach transportation is not a 
perfect operation,” Rabin said. “But for 
a city bus system, they do a decent job. 
Most of the time you can rely on it and 
that’s critical.” 

Along with the departure from pen- 
nies, there will also be changes to sever- 
al bus routes on Feb. 8. For more infor- 
mation visit http://www.|btransit.com. 
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‘Taking 
a bow 


CSULB student spends 
her weekdays on 
campus and weekends 
at the range. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


Amongst the shopping centers and 
wide streets in the borough of East 
Long Beach is an archer’s temporary oa- 
sis, drenched in greenery littered with 
arrows known as El Dorado Park. 

As I reached to my quiver for an- 
other arrow, a tall, amazon-like woman 
advised me to limit my release time and 
settle an anchor point. 

“If you don’t understand the form, it 
doesn’t matter what aiming I tell you to 
do,” said Faith Hundtoft, a junior dou- 
ble major in German and linguistics at 
California State University, Long Beach 
and avid archer. 

“Not knowing the right technique is 
going to screw you up more than not 
knowing how to aim,” she added. 

With successful ~blockbusters like 
“The Hunger Games” series, “The 
Avengers” and Disney’s animated film, 
“Brave, archery has resurfaced as a 
contemporary trend. 

The ancient sport’s national govern- 
ing body, USA Archery, has seen youth 
membership increase 212 percent since 
November 2013, according to archery- 
trade.org. 

On Saturday afternoon, only a hand- 
ful of El Dorado Park’s 21 haystacks 
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German and linguistics major Faith Hundtoft was given_an All-American and All-Academic award by the United State Collegiate Archery Asso- 
ciation, making her one of the top ten female shooters in the nation. 


were vacant. 

She grabbed the deep-sapphire col- 
ored handle of her 68-inch, recurve 
bow named Samuel and instructed me 
on proper technique. “He” is one of 
three in her collection. 3 


Predating the trend, Hundtoft picked 


up archery in her senior year of high 
school. Her fascination peaked while 
watching archers at an outdoor range 


on vacation in Kassel, Germany as part 


of a foreign exchange program. 

“The weekend after I [got back from 
Germany] I spent three hours [at the 
shooting range] the first day,’ she said. 
“T didn’t take any breaks, so at one point 
I started seeing black spots everywhere; 
that’s when I [knew I] wanted to be 


» 


there as much as I [could] 

Since then she’s competed on inter- 
collegiate levels, travelling about three 
to five times a year as far as Utah to 
contest. 

“One: Fstarted“getting an idéa that 
I was getting it, it wasn’t a question of 
whether I was going to a tournament,’ 
Hundtoft said. “I was going to go.” 

In 2013, the United States Collegiate 
Archery Association awarded Hund- 
toft’s talents with both All-American 
and All-Academic honors, making her 
one of the top ten female shooters na- 
tionwide. 

Hundtoft’s said that her proudest 
moment of her archery career was dur- 
ing the final championship of the col- 


legiate season in 2014 where she went 
head to head with Jennifer Nichols, 
a three-time Olympic archer for the 
United States. 

Despite sustaining a wrist injury 
and several rounds of defeat, Hundtoft 
caught a glimpse of glory by prevailing 
in one of three rounds during shoot-offs 
against her gold-medalist adversary. 

“I cried a little; I didn’t care what hap- 
pened the rest of the day,’ Hundtoft said 
through a smile. “She's like shot in front 
of millions of people watching her!” 

Now, archery has subsided with 
Hundtoft as a fond hobby. Although 
she’s toned down the will to win, work- 
ing as an instructor at The Archery 
Outpost keeps her bow in hand. 


Her job involves coaching private 
lessons to full-blown parties of 20 
members or more and preventing cli- 
ents, sometimes children as young as 
eight years old, from playing the fatal 
version of cowboys and Indians. 

“It’s definitely getting bigger [with a 
noticeable] increase amongst the young 
female demographic, Hundtoft said. 
“We've got birthday parties of 10-year- 
old girls running around yelling “I’m 
Katniss!”” 

Trends aside, Hundtoft doesn’t plan 
on neglecting Samuel anytime soon. 

“There are so many different styles 
to archery,’ Hundtoft said. “I plan on 
spending years learning the intricacies 
on how to shoot all of them” 
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‘The ‘Tinder 
cames 


Mobile-dating app Tinder 
has love-seeking enthusi- 
asts swiping right. 


One swipe to the right, and 
Elizabeth Wytas found _her- 
self heading down the aisle. 

Wytas, asenior civil engineer major 
at California State University, Long 
Beach, and her husband matched 
and fell in love after meeting on the 
popular mobile dating app, Tinder. 

After six months of dating, the 


couple decided to get married. 

“Tinder is embarrass- 
ing, because it’s mostly used 
for hookups,” §Wytas _ said. 


The app allows users to set 
up a personal profile for oth- 


By KayLA THRELKELD 
Contributing Writer 
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Tinder, a mobile dating app,continues to grow in popularity with over 50 million active users as December 2013. 


er users to see, which includes 
their age, location, pictures and a 
small description of themselves. 

Users only need to swipe right on 
the profile photo of someone they 
are interested in to hopefully initi- 
ate a conversation and discover a 
potential match. If the sparks fail to 
flicker, the user may swipe left, add- 
ing to their digital pile of rejection. 

If two users swipe right for each 
other, it is considered a match, 
and the two are able to mes- 
sage each other through the app. 

Tinder’s demographics in- 


clude a variety of ages, and have 
changed since its origin. 

When the app launched in 2012, 90 
percent of its users were aged between 
18 and 24, but now the number is closer 
to 51 percent, according to a 2014 ar- 
ticle on the Huffington Post website. 

Although she admits the app is 
entertaining, Chrystina Schwartz, a 
21-year-old political science major 
at CSULB, cites Tinder as the “most 
shallow way to meet people ever.” 

“People are either trying to hook 
up or actually make some connections 
and it’s totally obvious who is who,” 
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said Schwartz. “If you have any sense 
of judgment, you can tell [them apartl].” 

Freshmen Sam Hernandez, 
a_ kinesiology major, used Tin- 
der for a year before he eventu- 
ally deleted the app on his phone. 

“Why would you match me if you 
don’t even say hi?” said Hernan- 
dez, who considers the app shallow. 

“You're judging people on a two-sec- 
ondlookattheirphoto,” Hernandezsaid. 

Mobile dating apps are not new, 
but mobile dating overall is still in a 
growth category. According to Juni- 
per research, the mobile dating mar- 
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ket is expected to be worth $2.3 billion 
by 2016, up from $1 billion in 2011, 
according to the Washington Post. 

Tinder is predicted to be worth $1.1 
billion in valuation by the end of 2015, 
according to Market Watch website. 

Having over 50 million active users, 
Tinder went from 5 million swipes a 
day in December 2013, to over a billion 
swipes a day in September 2014, while 
reaching 12 million matches a day, ac- 
cording to Dating Sites Review web site. 

“Finding Alex was a fluke,” newlywed 
Wytas said. “Tinder just happened to be 
where my soul mate was waiting for me.” 
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It aint easy being green 


For a campus of about 36,000 
undergraduate students alone, 
California State University, Long 
Beach has a dining setup that 
heavily ignores its vegan popula- 
tion. 

According to Evelyn Garcia, 
employee at the Bookstore Conve- 
nience Store “About three to four 
students ask per day” for vegan 
options. 

Vegan students at CSULB will 
find that there are not many places 
on campus that cater to their spe- 
cific dietary needs or preferences, 
especially not when compared to 
the extensive menus offered to 
vegetarian students and students 
who eat meat. 

Vegetarian students can be 
satisfied with either vegan or veg- 
etarian options for meals, but the 
opposite is not true. 

Vegans do not avoid eating meat 
alone; they also abstain from the 
consumption of any animal by- 
products. - 

Despite the fact that there are 
several restaurants across the 
CSULB campus, most of them 
only have exceptions for vegetar- 
ian diets. Vegan entrees, on the 
other hand, need to be created 
upon request. 

Many of the smaller stores on 
campus do have vegan snacks. 

“J mainly rely on The Beach 
Hut when I had food at school,” 
said Alexandria Johnson, women’s 
gender and sexuality studies and 
practicing vegan. “Their wraps 


Vegan dining at CSULB is a lot more 
difficult than most people expect fora 
Southern California school. 


include veggies and vegan protein 
and are quick and balanced.” 

According to the menu posted 
on the CSULB website, the Grain 
Bowl is the only dish marked 
specifically for vegans at the Beach 
Walk. All the other vegetarian op- 
tions are offset by something that 
makes it unfriendly for vegans like 
the inclusion of cheese or eggs. 

Most of the other vegan options 
available on campus are designed 
to be quick, microwavable entrees, 
not full and satisfying meals. For 
example, there are salads at Beach 
Walk and falafel with hummus at 
George’s Greek. 

However, it is possible to make 
some of the vegetarian meals 
vegan upon request if the student 
asks for the removal of specific 
ingredients. 

“We offer much more when it 
comes to vegetarian options since 
we have a larger request for these 
items,” Kiersten Stickney, the di- 
rector of marketing and communi- 
cations of Forty-Niner Shops, said. 
“However, we will be revamping 
the menus at our dining locations 
this summer to introduce more 
vegan options and also making 
sure we highlight these items as 
vegan so customers can recognize 
them easier.” 

As of now, the extensive choices 
laid out in the residential dining 
halls are not always equipped to 
feed vegan students. 

Often times, the vegetarian 
options in the dining hall cannot 
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be made vegan, like on days when 
they serve macaroni and cheese or 
cheese enchiladas. 

“A lot of times, a vegan has 
to learn how to get creative and 
start preparing their own food 
at the dining hall in order to get 
their full range of nutrients,” said 
junior and international house 
resident advisor Madison Robins. 
“Often times, it’s disconcerting to 
navigate the dining hall as a vegan 
because vegan’s prefer to read 
thoroughly through the ingredient 
list in case there are hidden animal 
products, but the dining hall does 
not provide any ingredients to 
residents.” 

Madison Robins said she thinks 
it would be beneficial for all stu- 
dents, including vegans, to know 
what is in the food. 

This makes it difficult for vegan 
students who dorm to find the 
types of foods they need for each 
meal, and useless for vegan com- 
muters who pay $8 per meal, as 
they do not live in the dorms and 
have a meal plan. 

It’s not impossible to be a vegan 
student at CSULB. There are a few 
accessible options, and students al- 
ways have the option to pack their 
own, vegan-guaranteed meals for 
class. 

But until the campus expands 
their menus so they carry options 
for students with alternative diets, 
being vegan just means being a 
little bit more crafty with meal 
choices. 
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LBSU women’s basketball team d to its fifth longest 
winning streak in school history. 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


A 15-game winning streak has 
established the Long Beach State 
women’s basketball team as a top 
contender for the Big West Con- 
ference championship this season. 

After a 90-85 home loss to South- 
ern California in the third game of the 
season, senior guard Hallie Meneses 
said the way the 49ers looked after the 
game was an indication that the team 
had something special in the making. 

“I just remember going into the 
locker room, and you could just feel 
the vibe of the team,” Meneses said. “I 
knew that there was something special 
because usually we just go on and say 
‘next game.’ But when I saw everybody 
hurting, I knew that we didn’t like to 
lose, and we're just going to compete.” 

The streak began in the Pacific 
Northwest at the Great Alaskan 
Shootout tournament, as the 49ers 
defeated both Boise State and tour- 
nament host Alaska Anchorage. 
For the next two months, LBSU 
mowed down team after team mak- 
ing a statement to everyone that 
this team was a serious contender. 

“We looked at our season sched- 
ule last spring,” head coach Jody 
Wynn said. “[We] looked around the 
locker room and knew that we had 
something special in the making.” 

When Wynn first got together with 
the team in preparation for the 2014-15 
season, she realized that even though 


the 49ers faced a daunting schedule, 
they had the proper pieces in play 
to put together a run like they did. 

“What’s been such a blessing is 
having a group of women that ac- 
cept accountability and responsibil- 
ity to get better everyday,” Wynn 
said. “They want to be champions 
and so they have been easy to coach.” 

Wynn credited the team 
with coming together and buy- 
ing into the philosophy that de- 
fense wins championships. She the 
team was able to force turnovers 
and did of a better job of turning 
those opportunities into points. 

“We knew that if we wanted to win 
a championship we needed to have 


a defensive mindset,” Wynn said. 


LBSU’s defense excelled during 
the winning streak, limiting op- 
ponents to an average 55.7 points 
per game. The Beach leads the Big 
West in steals at 11.2 per game. 

“Everyday they have all bought in 
to being a defensive minded team,” 
Wynn said. “Whereas last year and 
years before we maybe had a cou- 
ple players that were defense first. 
This year they’re all defense first.” 

After falling at home to USC in 
the Walter Pyramid, LBSU blis- 
tered through its _nonconference 
schedule, knocking off major pro- 
grams such as California, Flori- 
da Atlantic and -Louisiana State. 


COLUMN 


‘but that was 


“We still think that we should have 
won [against USC],” sophomore point 
guard Anna Kim said. “But it just gave 
us confidence to go up against Cal.” 

The 49ers’ winning streak snapped 
on Saturday in the Walter Pyramid, 
a 67-52 loss to conference rival and 
reigning Big West champion Cal State 
Northridge. Kim said that just because 
the team’s streak ended does not mean 
they are going away anytime soon. 

“The unfortunate loss to CSUN just 
makes us stronger,” Kim said. “Now 
we know that on any day, it can all 
be taken away from us. To have that 
disgusting feeling in our stomachs, 
I think it’s going to challenge us to 
try accomplish that Big West title.” 

For Meneses, the 49ers’ recent path 
to success began in the summer when 
the team first got together. She said 
her teammates all shared the same 
competitive spirit and hunger for 
success that fueled Meneses as she 
entered her final season at The Beach. 

“For me as a senior,” Men- 
eses said. “I was excited for this 
season since the summer. That’s 
what I’ve been telling myself and 
the team is that I want it so bad. 
Everybody has their own spark 
my motivation.” 

With 11 games left to play before 
the Big West tournament begins, 
the team is moving on from the past 
and looking to improve. Kim said 
that the 49ers’ recent upswing is a 
resemblance of the team camarade- 
rie, which is a quality that she thinks 
can help them attain their goal. 

“[It shows] the potential of how 
good our team can be,” Kim said. 
“We played against some good teams. 
It’s not like it was Division III or low 
Division I teams. Yeah we made 
history in a sense, but I’m taking it 
just as a memory that this team gets 
along on and off the court and are 


The Patriots’ and the Seahawks’ successes in the draft 
has them on the brink of a champuonship. 


Oscar TERRONES 


Sports Editor 


“Building through the draft.” 

It’s an old cliché most that newly 
hired General Managers use dur- 
ing their introductory press con- 
ference. It is a vague but satisfying 
explanation of how they expect to 
build the roster in the coming years. 
Some follow through, and others 
know it works as good lip service. 

With only a few exceptions, no two 
teams are as committed or skilled 
at identifying undervalued talent 
through the NFL Draft as the New 
England Patriots or Seattle Seahawks. 
The abilities of both teams to develop 
limited players and turn them into 
stars is one of the biggest reasons 
these teams will face each other this 
Sunday at Super Bowl 49 in Phoenix. 

Selecting a good player in the first 
round of the draft is not good enough 
anymore. There is no reward or praise 
for GM’s who draft a star player in 
the first round. With the best players 
available in the first round, it is ex- 
pected of a team to pick someone who 
can make an impact immediately. 

What separates the Patriots and 
Seahawks from other organizations 
is that they don’t need to rely on the 
first round to find star players and 
helpful contributors. A great example 
is Seattle’s vaunted defense, one of the 
best in football in the last few years. 

Seattle has given up the fewest 
points per game the last two sea- 
sons. The 15.9 ppg they surrendered 


is more than seven points less (23.4 
ppg) than the league this season. 
The Seahawks had the second best 
scoring differential in the NFL at 8.8 
per game, meaning more often than 
not they were blowing teams out. 

Seven of Seattle’s 11 starters on 
defense were drafted in the last 
five years alone, with only two 
of them being first round draft 
selections. Pro Bowl defensive 
backs Kam Chancellor and Rich- 
ard Sherman were drafted in con- 
secutive years (2010 and 2011, re- 
spectively) out of the fifth round. 

Pro Bowl linebacker Bobby Wag- 
ner was a second round pick in 2012, 
and staring cornerback and _start- 
ing linebacker K.J. Wright were both 
selected in 2011. With this much 
talent, it’s no wonder Seattle is in 
position to win back-to-back titles. 

The Patriots built their defense 
through a mix the draft, free agency 
and trades. While they have not re- 
ceived the same notoriety as Seattle,. 
the Pats success in the draft has been 
integral in keeping them among 
the best organizations in football. 

They have hit big on first round 
picks Vince Wilfork (2004), Devin Mc- 


Courty (2010), Chandler Jones (2012): 
and Dont’a Hightower (2012). The lat- 


er rounds have produced starting line- 
backer Jamie Collins (2013) and key 
back-up defensive backs Logan Ryan 
(2013) and Duron: Harmon (2013). 

The Patriots and Seahawks are mir- 


ror images of one another in many 
ways. Each of their starting quar- 
terbacks were afterthoughts at the 
time they were drafted. They each 
have a head coach - Bill Belichick 
in New England and Pete Carroll in 
Seattle - who were fired from their 
first respective head coaching jobs. 

Belichick was the coach of the 
Cleveland Browns from 1991 until 
1995, when he was let go. Ironically, 
Carroll coached the Patriots from 
1997-99 but was fired despite having a 
winning overall record. He took over 
the USC football program in 2001 and 
dominated the collegiate level for nine 
years before Seattle hired him 2010. 

Now Carroll gets to face his 
former team with a roster con- 


structed in much the same way that: 


the Patriots have molded theirs. 
The similar philosophies make 


this an interesting matchup. Both’ 


teams love running the ball with 
their power running backs -- Mar- 
shawn Lynch for the Seahawks and 
LaGarrette Blount for the Pats. 

wNeither team has great receiv- 
ers, and the talented secondaries will 
prevent any explosive passing plays. 


The Patriots will keep the game , 
close in the first half. They won't be - 


able to contain Lynch, and quarter- 


back Russell Wilson will make enough ° 


plays in the running and passing game 
to keep the Pats’ defense off balance. 


My prediction: Seattle wins 23-13. 


Bossy YAGAKE | Datty 49ER 
LBSU guard Anna Kim dribbles the ball against a Matador defender in 
the Walter Pyramid on Saturday. 
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“‘T’m looking for some big hits, some 
big plays, a good game, some good 
football.” 


—Evan O'Rourke 
Senior adapted physical education major 


“I don’t really like either team that 
much, so I’m excited more for the 
commercials. I don’t like the Se- 
ahawks more.” 

—Hannah Sutton 


Ssenior journalism major 


“The Seahawks are winning, 
[they're] here on the west coast.” 


—-Brandon Drew 
Senior english and spanish double major 


